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When the sun comes  
out, we come out 
If it’s sunny, you will find us outside. We love to sit in public 
places like the Plaza Mayor to have coffee, eat ice cream and 
“pipas” (sunflower seeds) whilst simply being loud. That’s 
what makes us feel relaxed, sitting wherever we like and 
enjoying ourselves. 

We are loud and touchy 
When you are spending time with us Salmantinos, don’t get 
scared if we speak to you as if you were deaf. We are especially 
loud when you speak to us in a different language. We seem to 
have the feeling that if we speak loudly, you will immediately 
understand Spanish. Touching your arm is a sign of kindness. 
So, to all the Scandinavians out there: don’t get upset with us 
if we touch you. It means we like you!

Two kisses 
Usually the first kiss you get is on the left cheek and the 
second one is on the right cheek, but don’t worry if you forget 
which side goes first. Sometimes we kiss each other on the 
mouth by accident. You have no idea how difficult it was for 
us to stop kissing during the Corona virus outbreak.

TUNOS - Boys from  
the 13th century 
Since the 13th century, the most rhythmic, friendly and 
partying students have been part of the ‘Tuna of the 
University of Salamanca’. You'll easily recognize them by their 
stockings, baggy pants, patched capes, their guitars, and the 
festive atmosphere around them. Yes, some of them are too 
old to be students, we know, but the good vibes they generate 
in the Plaza Mayor or on a night of partying in Salamanca 
are hard to forget. It is easier to quit smoking than to give 
up ‘Tuna’

When the main fountains are 
fenced 
If you see big fountains surrounded by fences, it means that 
there is a big football match playing and the town council 
doesn’t want to have drunk intoxicated people swimming in 
there. We also don’t recommend feeding the ducks or stealing 
them. Believe it or not, it has happened before.

We are late 
You have probably heard the stereotype about Spanish people 
being late. It isn't necessarily true on every occasion but there 
is one place where it works every time. Parties. If a party 
begins at 9pm and you arrive at 9 sharp, people will think 
that you don’t have any friends! Half an hour late is fine, but 
you’re still likely to be the first one there.

Sorry, but you are “Guiri”! 
Unless you look Spanish, you are going to be called Guiri. 
If your eyes are blue or green and your hair is lighter 
than dark brown you are simply a Guiri. There is no real 
translation for this word but it indicates a foreign person, 
usually a tourist.

We are so passionate  
about sports 
We are very proud of our male football teams, but something 
we are even more proud of is the women's basketball team 
“Avenida”. They have won many Spanish and European 
championships. We are known for being the best fans in 
Spain: "The Blue Tide" (La Marea Azul). Other teams fear us, 
we love being loud just to distract them.

“See you under the  
clock or by Toscano bar” 
Most of the time we meet at the bottom of Plaza Mayor by the 
clock tower or on Puerta Zamora street on the corner where 
Toscano bar is. But since that is what we all do, it’s very busy 
out there, you might have a hard time finding your date if he/
she doesn’t perfectly look like the Tinder pics.

AcT Like A chArrO

According to a count in 2019, Salamanca has 
4.62 bars for every 1,000 people and that has 
positioned us third in the whole of Spain. So 
you see how important eating and drinking 

is to us! But what is most typical and popular 
among us, "Charros"?

eat like a charro

Monuments

The Plaza Mayor has had many shapes during its history. 
Head over to Mesón Cervantes (37) and see the exhibition to 
get a first glimpse with photos from the last century. They say 
it is the most beautiful square in Spain. And they are right. 
Although you will have to dodge the occasional selfie stick 
and some tourists standing in your way (looking at a map 
which is not as cool as yours), you haven’t been in Salamanca 
if you haven't been here. To see the square a bit emptier, come 
here early in the morning or even at sunrise.

The Main Square

In the Iglesia de San Millán, 
don’t expect altars or statues of 
monks. It is the interpretation 
centre of the Architectural and Urban Heritage of Salamanca, 
“Monumenta Salmanticae”. From the small model of the city, 
you get to know how Salamanca has evolved to become the city 
we know today. Come closer, choose English or Spanish and 
learn something, for a change! The free projection lasts about 
10 minutes and is actually quite interesting. 

Monumenta 
Salamanticae. 
The San Millán 
church

Convento de las Dueñas is a haven 
of peace amid the chaos of the city. 
Entrance is only 2€, and when you step 
into the cloister and enjoy the inner 
garden with beautiful flowers and view 
of the Cathedral, you will not regret it. 
Closed only on Sundays. We recommend 
you try the exquisite cupcakes sold by the nuns, who 
can speak more than 5 languages. Mon - Sat 10:30-
12:45 / 16:30-19:00.

convento  
de las Dueñas

Want the full experience? Then enter 
one of the towers of the cathedral from 
the inside. On the way up, one room 
recreates the story of the 1755 Lisbon 
earthquake whose effects were noticed 
in Salamanca and slightly damaged the 
cathedral. If you continue, you access 
a balcony of the choir for a global view 
of our sacred temple. And when you 

finally get to the top, in addition to having lost a few calories, 
you gain one of the views that will remain engraved on 
your retina forever. No postcard you can buy will reach the 
perfection of this panoramic view of the city from its tallest 
building.

ieronimus 
Tower

Before you enter, make sure you won't need to leave in less 
than an hour. Look around, doesn't the inner patio remind 
you of Hogwarts from Harry Potter? This is the place where 
Christopher Columbus came to ask the Dominicans to 
convince queen Isabella I of Castile to finance the famous trip 
to the Indies which ended with the “discovery” of America. Go 
to the museum if you want more historical details. In spring 
there is no better place to observe the stork nests. We haven't 
said that yet? Yeah, in Salamanca they fly to us in heaps! 
Besides, every day at 11:30, 12:00 and 12:30 (except Mondays) 
and at 19:00pm and 19:00 (except Mondays and Sundays) you 
can also go up to the terrace. The entrance is 3.50€. It is free on 
Sundays between 10.00 and 12.00.

convent of San esteban

With almost two thousand years of history, the Roman Bridge 
was for a long time the city's only way to communicate with 
the south-side of the city. Until the 20th century it was actually 
the only existing bridge on the Tormes river. Don’t worry, our 
Roman Bridge is nothing like the bridges in Venice or Prague 
that have been occupied entirely by postcard sellers and those 
living statues from tourist hell. This impressive work of Roman 
engineering is still one of the most welcoming places in the 
city, from here you can appreciate nature, the 
course of the river and the city centre 
all at once.

The roman Bridge

When someone talks about 
the Cathedral of Salamanca, 
people often don’t realise that 
they are, in fact talking about 
two cathedrals (the new from 
18th century and the old one 
from 14th century) that are 
built right next to each other. 

They are literally stuck together. It is an iconic silhouette for 
all of us, the first thing we try to see on the horizon when 
we return home. The most photographed building, the place 
where all Salamanca locals — at least the believers — want to 
get married. We recommend you admire the building from 
all sides, so walk around it completely. However, unless you 
are interested in religious painting, you don't have to pay 
admission to see it inside. Another great view is from the 
interior balcony of the Ieronimus.

The cathedral 
in Salamanca

It is said that the Monterey Palace, right next to Plaza Mayor, 
was planned to be much bigger but was left like this when the 
money dried up. Look at the chain on the door; this means 
that at some point a member of the Royal House has slept in 
this building. As a good example of the 15/16th-century 
Plateresque style, it has been open to the public 
since 2018 and for 5€ you can plan a visit with 
an official guide. Inside, it still feels like being 
inside an inhabited house. But before that, try 
to stop by the tourist office on Monday 
at 9:00 and ask about entrance 
in the afternoon. If there is 
still capacity you will get in 
for free.

The Monterrey Palace

Legend has it that, a long 
time ago, what happened in 
the Cueva de Salamanca (The 
Cave of Salamanca) stayed in 
the Cueva de Salamanca. Let’s 
say that many students were 
looking for the wisdom they 
could not find in books. Today in front of the cave you can 
see the remains of the old city wall. You can also climb up the 
tower for a clear view of the south-side of the city. In summer 
they do theatre performances focused on the Cave’s legend. 
Free entrance.

The cave of 
Salamanca

Coming to Salamanca and not visiting the University is like 
going to Paris and not visiting the Eiffel Tower. We are indeed 
proud to have one of the five oldest universities in the world. 
This old University building shows you what the university 
was like in the past, the places where the geniuses of humanity 
taught, as well as the library 
located at the top, where icons 
such as Columbus and Magellan 
walked to see the most up-to-date 
geographical maps of that time. 
With some explanation (from 
brochures or from a guide) you 
will create even better memories.  
Admission costs 10€ or 5€ for 
students.

University of Salamanca

This is our jewel of Plateresque art: an architectural style 
mixing the gothic with very detailed decorative sculptures, 
typical for Spain at the end of the 15th century. The House 
of Shells (la Casa de las Conchas) was built as a palace for 
the famous Maldonado noble family 
but later on served also as a  University 
prison. In 1993, la Casa de las Conchas 
was transformed into the city's 
public library. We tell the 
little kids that the gargoyles 
and monsters come to life at 
night but sadly, they cannot 
be seen as the building closes 
at 21:00. Free entrance.

house of Shells - 
Salamanca’s Library

There is no place better to observe la Catedral Nueva, la Casa 
de las Conchas and La Plaza Mayor from a bird's eye view. The 
Clerecía Towers are also the only place where you get a sneak 
peek at the inner patio of the Real Clerecía de San Marcos. It 
was built in 1617 and the idea was to have “stairs to heaven”. In 

the past, Spanish people were always trying 
to be as close to God as possible. Today, 
we’re just grateful for the view. The entrance 
is free on Tuesdays from 10:00 to 12:00 / 
3.75€ from 10:00 to 18:00 (in winter) or 

10:00 to 20:00 
(in summer).

clerecía Towers

SALAMANcA DUriNG cOViD

Covid has changed all of our lives in one way or another. We are sure that, 
by now, you have realized that things can change over time. For this reason 
we have also made a Google My Maps on  bit.ly/use-it-salamanca-en.  
 
It is definitely not as pretty as this one, but the information is updated weekly.  
If you do find something that doesn’t match the map anymore, we would 
appreciate it if you let us know through our social media. When it comes to bars 
and restaurants, it is better to check if you need to make a reservation. Be that as 
it may, we hope this map will help you have a unique experience in Salamanca.

hornazo Savoury Pie 
On the public holiday of ‘Lunes de Aguas’, (which literally 
translates as ‘Monday of waters’), we eat Hornazo. Hornazo is 
like an empanada, but it is made of thicker dough. The most 
typical ones have a sausage filling (ham, chorizo and fresh 
loin) or just a hard-boiled egg. Although the inside of Hornazo 
may vary, on the outside you 
will recognize it from afar by 
its pattern on top called rejilla 
- a traditional decoration in 
Salamanca. 

Farinato sausage  
Another name would be "salchichón" or "poor man's chorizo". 
It is very typical in the area of Salamanca called Ciudad 
Rodrigo. Although it looks meaty, there is no actual meat in it. 
It is, however, not suitable for vegetarians because it bursts with 
pork fat. The other ingredients are bread, onions and paprika. 
Farinato is something we like to eat in bars with fried eggs, on 
toast or in croquettes. If you want to try it, Bordadores (20) or  
Las Tapas de Gonzalo (36) are a good choice

iberian inlay 
There is no need to argue. We all agree that the province of 
Salamanca has the best Iberian inlay and ham (from Guijuelo) 
in Spain. Take some as a souvenir, your family or friends are 
not going to complain. By the way, inlay is meat, usually pork, 
mixed with paprika, salt or pepper that is allowed to "cure" or be 
prepared inside the animal's guts that have been cleaned before. 
The typical Iberian inlays are chorizo, salchichón and tenderloin.

Jeta 
Mostly bits from the face of the pig, cooked to make it super 
juicy and at the same time with a crunchy part that crackles. We 
Salmantinos love it and it is very cheap. La Viga (48) has the best 
reputation and we recommend them highly. Another great place 
is Casa Ino or the traditional Bar Ronda.

 Morucha Beef 
La Morucha is a breed of cows from the Salamanca province and 
many of our dishes are prepared with their beef. So, when you 
see on the menu of a bar or restaurant that they serve something 
with Morucha, you know it’s local.

Meneas Potatoes 
This dish used to be quintessential to the poorest of people, 
nowadays all Salmantinos enjoy it. It consists of potato, a little 
garlic and paprika. Very humble. Since most of us are  not that 
poor anymore, we add crispy bacon (torrezno). What would 
we do without the pork? We encourage you to try Meneas at 
La Viga (48) or Las Tapas de Gonzalo (36), in the Plaza Mayor 
itself.

Paloma ("Leather")  
Once again the pig is the main star. As the salat Olivye 
(ensaladilla rusa) lacked a bit of pork, the "leather" or "pigeon" 
(paloma) appeared, which is what we call pork rind here. It is 
really good. Do not look for it in bars with elaborate tapas, but in 
bars that serve pinchos and in those that look more traditional.

raqueta pastry 
Hmm, we love this cream-filled puff pastry 
bow for breakfast or a snack. They have them 
in almost any bakery, but you definitely won't 
be disappointed if you order it from Gil (85), 
where they have been making them since 1956 
and the recipe hasn't changed.

Vermut (Vermouth) 
It is so typical for Spaniards. We like to drink it before lunch 
because Vermut opens up our taste buds. After one glass, we feel 
ready to have a nice big lunch.

Vino (Wine) 
As you know we have great wine in Spain. Almost any wine you 
order will be good. If you order white, they will probably ask if 
you prefer Ribera or Rioja. Both are very good quality but what 
is the difference? The grapes of Ribera are more concentrated, 
the taste is stronger and it is also made in our region. Rioja is 
easier to drink and is much fruitier.

Let us tell you a secret. Almost all couples in 
Salamanca have had one of their first dates in Café Bécquer. 
This might have to do with the Pinterest-like stretcher tables 
and the beautiful wicker armchairs from the 60s. If you add 
delicious (and giant) milkshakes to this atmosphere, you are 
sure to score as well.

Toni was born in the USA. A few years ago, when she 
was looking for a school for her daughter, she found a course 
in pastry. At the age of 42, she decided to dedicate some time 
to her passion and enrolled in it. She got one of the best grades 
and got a scholarship in Finland where she spent 6 weeks 
baking. When she returned, she set up Toni’s Cupcakes, a cosy 
cafeteria where everything is homemade using recipes from her 
American family. 

Café Novelty is the oldest in Salamanca and one of the oldest in 
Spain! Sit next to the statue of Torrente Ballester, one of the top 
Spanish writers of the 20th century. During the 25 years that 
he was teaching at a local high school he used to come here to 
contemplate. Look at the collection of paintings that adorn the 
wall while you drink your coffee. Let the muses who inspired 
Vargas Llosa, Miguel de Unamuno or Paco Umbral whisper to 
you and entrust you with the secret of poetry. Ah! And don't 
forget to try the cafe’s famous ice cream.

The tiny Churrería Roncero is run by a very friendly couple 
who will serve you exquisite chocolate with churros alongside 
their beautiful smiles. They are the type of people who love 
what they do and it shows. But let's face it, that's easy... Who 
doesn't love a hot chocolate with churros on a fall afternoon?

La Magenta is one of the most welcoming cafés in 
Salamanca. All of the food they sell is suitable for vegans and 
vegetarians, the coffee is organic. The atmosphere will make 
you want to come back every afternoon and continue reading 
that book that you're so hooked on.

La Chupitería is the temple of shots in Salamanca. 
They are so cheap that the price will blow you away — and 
then the alcohol. The newbies are recommended to take a shot 
called "diablo verde (green devil)". We recommend you to be 
careful because your night can end right there, or at least your 
memory of it. They always have the latest trend in Latin music, 
so be careful, after a few hours you could end up dancing like 
"Maluma baby".

The Music Factory hosts a broad range of local and 
Spanish bands. With Covid they had to adapt their facilities so 
we could all maintain the distance and enjoy some night life 
anyway. We had to call ahead to have our table ready. When you 
are reading this, we hope you can make yourself beautiful and 
enjoy the full and famous Salamanca party again. Check their 
agenda on https://www.musicfactorysalamanca.es/es/agenda

Here is the best kept secret of those who are getting 
older than you. On Sunday afternoons, around 19:00, there 
are live flamenco concerts at La Perla Negra. It’s mainly local 
groups, but they’re usually very good. And for those of you who 
still want to party, at 20:00 there is the same atmosphere as in 
Ibiza at 4 in the morning.

It is usually on Thursdays that you can listen to 
a live concert at Tío Vivo. Sometimes the artists are very 
underground, other times they are more famous. Sometimes 
tickets are free, sometimes they cost  5-10€. Starting the night 
with (mainly) Spanish music is a good plan though, right?

Do you like Spanish rock music? Do you want to visit 
a cult bar among the people of Salamanca? Next to the Plaza 
Mayor, hidden in an alleyway, you will find El Bolero. Don’t 
forget to try the shots, but watch out for the cherries, the devil 
loads them! 

This might not be the most glamorous or modern place in 
Salamanca but the patatas from Bar Segundo are a symbol of 
the city. You can get a large portion of patatas dirt cheap all 
topped with their delicious secret sauce. Perhaps this is the bar 
with the most Salmantinos per square meter.

Soap opera moment: what happens if a Spanish 
woman and a Japanese man have a furtive relationship and 
end up secretly marrying? Well, they set up a place called 
Restaurante Japonés Ai (ai meaning love) and they offer the 
best of traditional Japanese food with the best service from 
the Spanish waiters (always very chatty and helpful). Go when 
you are hungry and take their advice, there’s no need to speak 
Japanese or know the cuisine. 

Tapería Lío Restaurant is not as expensive as it looks. And if 
you order two or three tapas, you won't need dinner anymore.

This is a really classy place to eat. The service will make you 
feel like a VIP too. The options outside the lunch menu are 
expensive, so we recommend you reserve a table on weekdays 
and take advantage of the fact that Vida y Comida’s executive 
menus cost only 13.95€. You won’t regret it.

This Japanese-Spanish fusion restaurant opened not too long 
ago and it was love at first bite. Martinique’s own chef Marcello 
Salaris has been a semifinalist in the ‘International Cooking 
Contest with Iberico’ for two consecutive years so let’s say he 
knows his meat. During the week, at noon, there is a tasting 
menu for about 18€ that will leave you full and satisfied. 
Martinique has a sister restaurant next door called María y el 
lobo with Italian-Spanish cuisine. If you decide to go to either 
of the two, it is better to call for a reservation, we Salmantinos 
are such good eaters that we fill the bars every day.

Mano a Mano is a bit hidden but it is worth looking 
for. They have delicious food, good beer, and sometimes there 
is live music. One more thing we love: they have tons of board 
games to play before or after dinner. Let them recommend you 
a game and they will even teach you how to play it!

Bordadores Shake and Cook is a trendy restaurant where the 
cooking is elaborated and fused with other parts of the world. 
The menu is a whole performance, the desserts are a sure hit, 
and the bread and wine pairing are just perfect. If you deserved 
a splurge, try the Morucha beef croquettes and the Iberian 
secret tacos. They have an ‘executive menu’ from Monday to 
Friday at noon for less than 20€. 

No doubt La Vacavieja is THE place to try Charra 
veal, the native veal. Jose Martin (the owner), master butcher 
with 40 years of experience, who runs a slaughterhouse, selects 
the best pieces and cooks them on the grill with the most refined 
technique you have ever seen. The meat melts in your mouth. 
They have a good daily menu but we recommend that you 
spend a little more on a T-Bone steak. With its corresponding 
sides and a dessert, it will be a meal that you will never forget 
for about 25€ per person. The service, decor and location are 
unbeatable.

Bambú brasas y tapas is a traditional restaurant that 
reopened more upscale; the chefs tame the fire and perform 
their magic in a kitchen cleaner than yours when your mother 
visits. (That is even more appreciated whenever a pandemic 
suddenly appears.) They are experts in grilled meats and have 
won Salamanca's Gold Pin several times. For about 20-25€ you 
can treat yourself, all next to the Plaza Mayor.

We’re inviting you to try Salamanca’s fast food or, 
perhaps better said, fast-pinchos. El Minutejo serves large, 
affordable and rich portions and that’s why we love it. It does 
not have Michelin stars, but its famous ‘table de tostas’ (bread 
brushed with oil, with various toppings) are perfect to start 
your night out with a full stomach. 

This slogan explains what Re-Read is: cheap second-
hand books of many genres. They satisfy an appetite to read, 
not only in Spanish or English but in other languages too.

Oh, the smell in here is so smoothing! A Granel is a store that 
sells produce in bulk like they used to do. Lots of types of flour, 
about 200 kinds of spices from all parts of the world to prepare 
tasty meal or original cocktails, big bags of seeds, grains, rice, 
dried fruit, chocolate,.... Apart from that, the products are local 
and eco friendly. Not because it is trendy, but just because it is 
their philosophy since they appeared. 

There is always a really long line at Bico de Xeado at 
rush hour. This chain of ice cream combines  Galician milk 
with the texture of Italian ice cream. With that raw material it is 
impossible to fail. They also specialized in very different flavors, 
some typical of Galicia, such as coffee liqueur.

Yes, N°8 Piercing is a cool piercing salon but at the 
same time it is a T-shirt shop with original prints from Offset 
Collage (around 20€). Made of bio cotton + fair trade + printed 
with natural inks = cool!

One of the oldest bakeries in the province of Salamanca, it 
has been open since 1936! La Madrileña’s cakes are extremely 
tempting and their hornazo is rightfully famous. The dough 
of their very own version is sweet and filled with chocolate. It 
is the perfect alternative for those who do not want to eat the 
typical hornazo with meat. They also have puff pastry cakes, 
pastry cream, egg yolk, and other kinds of traditional flavors 
from Salamanca that will make the perfect gift if you can resist 
eating them yourself.

Coocer is probably the only reason to enter the Calle Ronda 
del Corpus street. We love the design and, even more, their 
freshly baked goods. Try the traditional hornazos, Magdalenas 
(Spanish cupcakes) with chocolate, nuts or classic ones. They 
also sell coffee to go for 1€.

Instagram foodie kind of person? Modo is your place! 
An avant-garde cuisine with exotic and quality ingredients, and 
a presentation to make it even better… It is a bargain! During 
the work week, you can have a lunch menu for 14.90€. If they 
still serve brunch, you won’t regret it.

La Malquerida Home Bar is located in the most filmed street 
in Salamanca. You will have a beautiful view of the entire 
illuminated Gran Vía from their balconies at night. Every floor 
has its own purpose and style with different lovely small rooms: 
one where you can have tapas, another for dinner and another 
for drinks.

Café Bar Capitan Haddock is somewhat hidden but it’s worth 
the search. The cozy place is ideal for endless conversations, 
getting distracted by the vintage decor mixing wood theatre 
seats, heavy curtains and naval elements or enjoying yourself 
at a terrace isolated from the street noise. Buy a cocktail, get 
popcorn and you are sorted! 

O’hara’s could be just some beers with patatas or 
chorizo. Could be more. On Sunday nights live latino and jazz 
music will make you dance like there is no tomorrow. The best 
dancers in town wear the soles off their shoes in this bar and the 
fun will never stop.

Most local experts will agree that Café Niebla Cocktail 
Bar shakes the best cocktails! The interior is cool but the service 
is warm. Just wait for the drink to be brought to you. Every 
detail makes your cocktail unforgettable. The random glasses, 
from a toy urinal to the poshest cup, the fresh juices, the smoke, 
the sparking colours, the exotic fruits they use. It's usually quite 
crowded, so don't wait until late to go there.

It’s simple. Caramelo & Sal has the best cheesecakes in town. 
They decorate them with Oreos, Baileys or Kinder chocolate; 
plus they have special coffees, smoothies, and more cakes. It is 
the house of sin. It is always full because we love it. Please leave 
something for us! 

Dating café

Toni’s cupcakes

The oldest café  
in Salamanca

exquisite chocolate 
with churros

Veggie paradise

Temple of shots

Party time!

Live flamenco

Live and local

Spanish rock

Patatas bravas  
with a secret sauce

Japanese restaurant

Affordable  
and delicious tapas

Special occasion 
restaurant

Signature dishes  
from a top chef 

Beer and board games

The Morucha  
beef croquettes

Salamanca’s fast food

Fancy a real steak?

Open kitchen dining

reduce, reuse and read

everything you  
need for cooking

Galician ice cream

T-shirts and piercing

Amazing bakery that was 
established in 1936

Try the chocolate 
Magdalenas

instagram-worthy dining 

Something else  
on every floor

intimate bar with 
fabulous cocktails

Dance the night away

Best cocktail in Salamanca

The best cheesecake  
in town

The proof of the pudding is in the eating. After careful 
deliberation, Patatas bravas from Las Tapas de Gonzalo made 
it to the list of top 10 in Spain. And still, they won’t put a hole 
in your pocket. Using the best raw materials in town, they are 
famous for the way they cook their meat. If you are not sure 
about what to order, leave it to them — it’s all good anyway! 
Remember though, for each dish that they bring to the terrace, 
you will get charged an extra euro.

It has been about 50 years since Mesón Cervantes opened its 
doors at the Plaza Mayor. It has become a classic and you can 
find the most typical pinchos from Salamanca and Spain. Go 
before or after dinner, then the seats next to the balcony might 
be free to have your tapas and enjoy the view from there. With 
no hesitation, you can invite your grandfather to the best glass 
of wine and also your couchsurfing mate to the cheapest "caña". 
There is a place for every age in this bar.

Vermutería is not just the name. They are one of the 
few places in Salamanca with vermouth on tap. The food at 
LiliCook Vermuteria is modern and rich, and the daily menu 
costs 15.50€. Warning boys and girls, you will be tempted to 
touch the meters of colored rope weaving a web that surrounds 
you, but you shouldn’t! 

Definitely the best screens to watch the league are in St 
Patrick’s Irish Pub. You know the drill: burgers, screens, beers 
and cheers!

Ultimate patatas bravas

Drinks with  
a view of Plaza Mayor

Vermouth on tap

irish Pub

You’re leaving the Plaza Mayor, you are hungry, then suddenly 
you find a blackboard with a delicious menu of starters and 
mains with desserts included. Listen to your belly. La Morcilla 
serves a quality menu at a good price on a small terrace next 
to the main square. You can also choose to dine inside with a 
warm and family atmosphere without crowds and noise.

There are two sister bars on two adjoining streets 
called Tapas 2.0 and Tapas 3.0. They are the trendy bars in terms 
of tapas. Their non-conformist chefs go beyond the typical and 
update the menu every season. In addition, you can discover 
and try new wines from the area. They are usually quite full, so 
go early, it is worth it.

Salamanca art on a T-shirt? Cuchitril has it! They also sell 
silkscreen prints, bags and paintings by local artists with 
provocative and daring designs. And if you don't feel like 
buying, at least come and see what kind of art is born in 
Salamanca. @elcuchitrilsalamanca

Do you smell that? Viandas de Salamanca attracts everyone 
with its divine smells of hams and sausages. It is a mandatory 
stop if you want to buy some for a picnic or a classical gift from 
Salamanca.

This bar-hostel is a revolution in itself both for a very 
elegant mural of an orgy on its walls and for its relaxing and 
extravagant couches. Revolutum is a great place to start your 
night with their elaborate cocktails. Try to check if there is a 
free table on their interior terrace. People take their time there, 
so we do not recommend waiting in line if there is no space 
when you arrive.

Dining in central 
Salamanca

Modern tapas, local wines

Souvenirs from 
Salamanca’s artists

Spanish hams and cured 
sausages

Start your night out here

This restaurant is one of the few in Salamanca with 
a Michelin star. It is hidden in a quiet square near Gran Vía. 
The way they cook fish and meat at El Alquimista is genius and 
they have an ‘executive lunch menu’ from Monday to Friday 
for 17.50€. The decor is unique; cross-stitch embroidered 
colanders, plates of different sizes and colors on the walls... you 
will certainly be entertained while you eat. You’ll have to book 
this one, though.

Take a moment to stop on the street Calle Compañía 
and have a good look around. It is the perfect place to think 
about the past. Can you believe that what you see here, is 
exactly the same as what people saw 400 years ago? Well, give 
or take some smartphones of course. For this reason, many film 
directors chose to shoot their movies here. Just check the last 
two minutes of Goya’s Ghosts by Miloš Forman.

This little bar fills up easily. No wonder, with those 
delicious tapas. Another plus is their selection of wines. Tell the 
staff what kind of wine you prefer and let them surprise you. 
In summer they have a terrace outside but you also have to go 
there early. Cuzco opens at 20:00 and by 20:30 it is usually full.

In the words of Señorita Naif herself: “For those in love 
with vintage, shabby and naive”. And that’s exactly what you 
will find in this (mainly) “by women” popular shop. T-shirts 
and other clothing, notebooks, bags, or cups with phrases and 
colorful patterns but also sustainable and ecological cosmetics. 

The Michelin star

Medieval movie set

cozy bar, wonderful wine

Shabby and naive fashion

In Salamanca we have something called the Zigzag 
Route. It’s when you go from the Paniagua to the BNDR then 
to the Imprenta and end up in the well-known "PaquiPá" 
(PaquiPalla). If you go for the full experience,  tell us if you 
remember anything the next day. In every bar they sell  "litros" 
of the weirdest drinks, such as "Valencia water" or "Vampire". 
For the more conservative, they also sell beer. Whether you 
end up on Calle Varillas or Gran Vía and you get the late-night 
munchies, there will always be a kebab shop for a pitstop.

The city of Salamanca fell into a collective depression 
when the owners of the Viga decided to retire. When we 
thought we would not get over that trauma, the new owners 
gave us back La Jeta (check “Eat like a Charro”). There are many 
bars that try to imitate, and almost all bars have pincho de jeta, 
but this is THE jeta. They also serve other typical dishes in a 
tapas version, which is great when you want to try several at 
the same time.

Zigzag around

The best pork cheeks ( jeta)

This eatery is ideal for coffee/wine/beer and lunch or dinner. 
It is better to book. They have a very nice patio and they serve 
an irresistible homemade pudding. The place was named 
‘Delicatessen’ in honour of the film directed by Jean-Pierre 
Jeunet. (You probably know his most famous movie Amélie 
Poulain.)

The owners of Heladería Umami came to Salamanca 
from Italy and they could not bring anything better than their 
delicious ice cream and fresh pasta. Eat in or take away.

The best  
homemade pudding

real italian ice cream

If you are a hippie at heart, you will fall in love with this place. 
El Rastrel Etic Café is one of those ‘homes away from home’ 
because of the talkative open minded people. The place is 
designed with a rural aesthetic, where all the furniture has been 
upcycled. To top it off, they’ve got board games and vegetarian 
food and your dog will definitely get a fresh bowl of water. 

A café bombón (coffee with condensed milk) is the 
drink that Café Alcaravan is famous for. You can play a slow 
game of chess or use their fast WiFi. Sometimes there is an open 
mic night and it’s usually worth it — check the agenda on their 
Facebook.

Vegetarian  
dog-friendly place

chess and coffee

Wow, a zoetrope and an original kinetoscope! No idea 
what they are? At Filmoteca de Castilla y León you will find out. 
Many of these recording and projection gadgets are there thanks 
to the Salamanca film director, Basilio Martín Patiño († 2017). 
Curious to see how Salamanca changed? Just check some of 
his short movies on YouTube. If you’re here on a Saturday and 
know some basic Spanish, then we recommend the guided tour. 
Usually, there is hardly anyone 
and the commentary will make 
history come alive. With their 
non-traditional film cycles, this 
place also functions as a cinema 
with irregular broadcasts.

For movie geeks
Lovers of Arabic cuisine have to try Salam’s original 

Mediterranean dishes. Professional and quick service, but still 
very charming! That’s why you might need a reservation. Check 
their menu on Facebook.

The best thing about this bar is, without a doubt, 
a  large interior terrace that you will find hidden behind the 
back door. As you pass the bar, you'll see a selection of pinchos 
on toast and also, the many drinks. Enjoy the tranquility of a 
terrace seat at Don Quijote that will protect you from the hustle 
and bustle of the city center. They also have a very nice daily 
menu.

Mediterranean cuisine

The hidden terrace

Student bar
On Tuesday afternoons, during the school period, 

you can attend talks on deep and transcendental topics while 
savoring quality homemade pinchos with options for vegans. 
At En Vivo, the pleasant university atmosphere combines well 
with live music and non-alcoholic drinks. The best part? On 
Tuesdays,while you are listening to an interesting speech , tasty 
pinchos are being served. And since you don’t speak Spanish, 
you can focus on the pinchos.

54

How you like those charming locals! Coffee Sweet, in particular, 
has two: Carmen and Deivis. The cafeteria serves breakfast with 
natural juice, coffee and a super toast for 3.50€. If you are more 
of a sweet tooth, try the caramel popcorn. The location is ideal 
if you are around the bus station.

cozy café with 
big and cheap breakfast
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Lunes de Aguas (Water Monday) 
In the 16th century, lust was rampant in the city and that’s why 
King Felipe II banished prostitutes to the other side of the river 
during the Holy Week. The person in charge of taking them there 
and bringing them back once that Easter was over, was a priest 
who was known as "the whore father." Can you believe that people 
gathered on the banks of the Tormes to celebrate the occasion? 
They even went as far as to organize a whole party, where they 
ate hornazo (see Eat like a Charro). Water Monday is mainly 
celebrated as a family party, but since we are in Salamanca, it has 
also become marked in red in every student’s calendar. The party 
takes place in the area around the Roman Bridge and everyone 
comes holding their hornazo and a lot of drinks. Please, if you 
join the party, remember to pick up all your litter.

charro 
The Charro button is a symbol of Salamanca and 
the locals are called charros too. You might ask 
why? There are several theories, but it seems 
that the word comes from the word "chauch", 
which in the Mozarabic romance language 
means a shepherd or a horseman. According 
to the Royal Academy of the Spanish 
Language, charro also means "overloaded 
with ornaments or colourful." It is not a 
coincidence if you have come across the 
same word in Mexico. The word comes 
from colonial times. The charros in Mexico 
are horsemen, who practice "charrería", the 
country's national sport. There, being a charro 
is an honour, and we are proud to be charros 
too. 

The strange 
graffiti a.k.a. 
Vítores 
When you walk through the center of 
Salamanca do not forget to look at the walls 
of the oldest buildings. From the 14th century, only 
those who were the most cultured and educated could have 
"graffiti" on the walls. Legend has it that when students got their 
doctorate, they were honoured with a party including a bullfight 
and a tag on the wall of the word "VÍCTOR", written in the bull's 
blood. However, centuries later, the ‘graffiti’ was analysed and it 
was proven that there is in fact no trace of bull’s blood on those 
walls.

Those strange "graffiti" are still called "vítores". 
The word "vítor" comes from Latin and means 
"winner." So why does it say "VÍCTOR" then? 
At first sight, it may appear to be a C,  but it is 
actually an inverted moon that, in the case of the 

University of Salamanca, refers to Pope Benedict XIII of Avignon 
also known as "Papa Luna" (Father Moon), the protector of the 
USAL. The University actually patented the typeface.

The cathedral climber 
(Mariquelo) 
There are those people who climb eight thousand meters and 
others who climb to the top of cathedrals. We have the latter. The 
Mariquelo, dressed as a charro, climbs to the spire of the New 
Cathedral with a bagpipe and a tambourine every single year on 
the 31st of October. Why? Well, because we still celebrate that the 
Cathedral was hardly damaged during the Lisbon earthquake of 
1755 and that Salamanca and its inhabitants were left unharmed.

The “Mariseca” 
The Festivities and Fairs of Salamanca in September, in honour 
of our patron Virgen de la Vega, are so important, that we must 
let the people know. For this, we call in the firefighters and the 
police to put a metal bull (the Mariseca) on the roof of the Town 
Hall. For everybody who is born in Salamanca, this symbolic 
gesture still marks a crucial part of the year. The tradition is still 
going strong to this day.

holy Week 
The whole of Spain celebrates Holy Week, but every city has its 
own way of celebrating. In Salamanca, the festivities have been 
declared “of International Touristic Interest”. If this is something 
you are interested in as well, we recommend you visit the Arrabal 
parade which takes place on Holy Thursday. In this parade, the 
statue of the Virgin Mary is carried only by women. To give you 
an idea, it weighs between 500 to 1000 kg. And they say women 
are the weaker gender.

Another interesting parade is the University Brotherhood 
parade. Every year, they renew their traditional ritual, the 
Promise of Silence in the Patio de Escuelas, in front of the 
University walls. Join them and witness how silence reigns in the 
historic center.

No, we don’t have  
ku klux klan in Spain 
It often happens that tourists coming to Spain during Holy Week 
are terrified when they see the parades. No, we have not gone 
crazy and are not wearing Ku Klux Klan robes. So take note. This 
celebration has been here much longer than some crazy Klan. 
The “nazarenos” and “penitentes” wear the cone called “capirote“ 
as a way to be closer to heaven. The strange thing is that the 
origin of the cone comes from the time of the inquisition. In 
those days, sinners had to wear them so everyone would know 
they were sinners. Funny how we changed negative meanings 
into positive ones.

The Oddities of Salamanca
There are things you should know about our history and our traditions. Some will make 

you laugh, some will make you wonder and others will leave you speechless. In one way or 
another, they’re all part of who we are today.

We eat late 
Or the rest of Europe eats early! Around here, breakfast is 
around 8 or 9, lunch is between 13:30 and 15:30, and dinner 
can be all the way from 20:00 till 23:00. So if you go for lunch 
at 12:00 sharp, don’t be surprised if they can’t serve you yet! At 
noon we prefer to drink Vermouth, so you won't be totally alone, 
but people will stare.

Opening hours  
It’s useful to know that small shops generally open from 10:00 
to 14:00, and then reopen from 17:00 to 20:00 or 21:00. We 
need our afternoon naps. Don’t plan on Sunday shopping, 
unless you want to go to the 24 hours supermarket. Everything 
else will be closed.

everything can be for free 
Yes, you read that correctly. We are talking about almost all the 
monuments and museums in Salamanca, if you go at the right 
time. To find out where and when you can get free tickets to 
all these places, you can either visit the tourist office or check 
ydea.es/en.

Party almost every day 
Salamanca is especially famous for its partylife. The busiest days 
are Thursday and Saturday. If you want to know where to go,  
just check the map.

The climate changes daily 
In Salamanca you can experience up to a 15 degree change in 
temperature in a day. It is not unusual for us to leave the house 
in the morning with winter clothes on and come back in the 
afternoon holding all the clothes and stripped down to a t-shirt.

Moving around 
The city is easy enough to walk, but if you want to go further 
you can go by bus (1.05€/one way) or rent a bike. If you are 
staying longer, go to the Oficina de Salamanca de Transportes 
on Grand Vía street and buy a travel card (which has 2€ deposit 
and the first charge has to be at least 5€). With a travel card, 
your journeys will cost you only 0.56€/one way. Don’t expect 
Uber here, we only have our beloved traditional taxis. For more 
info, check ydea.es/transporte-publico.

Get yourself a haircut 
Salamanca is one of the cheapest places to get a haircut. The 
pricing is around 15€ if you are a girl, and 5€ if you are a boy. So, 
if you’ve been traveling for a while, or if you are from northern 
Europe, take advantage of it.

Mecca of Spanish language 
We like to say that in Salamanca we speak the best Spanish 
and our pronunciation is the clearest one. Well, it depends on 
who you talk to but if improving your Spanish is one of the 
aims of your trip, you are definitely in the right place! We have 
dozens of Spanish schools, hundreds of international meetings 
and thousands of Spanish students. We are not very good at 
English,but at least you are in a good place to learn Spanish so 
you can communicate with us. More about Spanish studies in 
Salamanca: www.espanolensalamanca.com

Practical info

Useful links 

Salamanca Tourism: www.salamanca.es
Tourist App - Salamanca Turismo - in 5 languages   and 

adapted to people with hearing or visual disabilities
To book guided tours, field trips, hiking and more: 

salamancaymas.es
Nightlife program: www.salamancadenoche.com

Cultural events: www.ciudaddecultura.org
To contact the creators of this map: www.ydea.es

facebook.com/useitsalamanca
instagram.com/useitsalamanca

Numbers you hopefully won’t need

Emergency number: 112
If you have lost something or something has been 

stolen: Local Police Lost Property 923 279 195
Taxi: 923 25 00 00

Salamanca's Holy Week was declared a Festival of 
International Tourist Interest in 2003. If you happen to 

be in the city at Holy Week (March 28 - April 4 of 2021), 
don't miss the opportunity to step closer and watch the 

processions. We still take this very seriously. Some of 
our more traditional families have participated in these 

processions generation after generation. Even the young 
people who don’t believe in God are honoured to follow 

the family tradition.  
Some processions have already been here since 1615!

March april
easter week (Semana Santa)

Once a year, during Festival de Luz y Vanguardias, the city is 
transformed into a stage in which local and international artists 
bring the monuments of Salamanca (always the Main Square, 
usually the Shell house and the Cathedral) to life through 
video mapping. Lights + Music + Art + History + Salamanca = 
a magical atmosphere and unforgettable experience.  
No entrance fee!

See "The Oddities of Salamanca"

june

The Festival of Light and 
Modern Arts

Every year, during the second week of September, we celebrate 
Our Lady Virgen de la Vega. We do this by roaming the streets 
of Salamanca, with free concerts by underground bands, 
dance, theatre, acrobatic and other performances, traditional 
markets, fireworks and scrumptious pinchos from the booths, 
serviced by local restaurants and bars. 

At this festival (we simply call it FACYL) you’ll get to 
see performances and live concerts by national and 

international artists. The stages for these shows are usually 
in the Plaza Anaya and the Patio Chico. Two places with a 

view of the most emblematic monument of Salamanca:  
our old and new Cathedral. facyl-festival.com

SepteMber
Ferias y Fiestas de Salamanca

april - the Monday after eaSter Monday

Water Mondays  
(Lunes de Aguas)

international Festival  
of Arts and culture  

of castilla y León

We are sure that you’ve been warned that, in summer, 
Salamanca is synonymous with the heat... But has anyone 

told you that it is also synonymous with street culture? Our 
summer is a big mix of concerts, plays, cinema and parties 

on the local squares and patios and the majority of them 
are for free. Find the program on the Tourist Office website: 

www.salamanca.es/productos-turisticos/plazas-y-patios  

july - auguSt
Salamanca Squares and Patios 

The last Thursday before Christmas break at the university 
students are summoned to the Plaza Mayor where DJ’s 
will give it all they’ve got to make you dance and forget the 
cold. Afterwards, the tour of the clubs begins. You have 
only experienced it for real if you make it till the morning, 
so keep a check on the alcohol. The Main Square party 
is free.

deceMber

University New Year's eve 
(Nochevieja Universitaria)

events

La Chica de Ayer is known for organizing terrific 
concerts by local groups. So we really missed them during the 
Covid months... Afterwards, they usually dive into the 90s and 
00s. Admit it, you still go crazy for a Spice Girls song.

During the week, the best unplanned parties are born 
in Centenera. On Wednesday, Thursday and Sunday nights 
there is usually a jam session where the best (mainly) jazz and 
progressive rock musicians in Salamanca go to give it their all. 
When you add the good drinks and snacks into the equation, 
a visit to this bar is pretty much mandatory.

In Salamanca, trendy restaurants are measured by 
how many famous people visit them. Lately, Corte y Cata is 
one of the most popular ones which is not at all surprising. 
They have a kitchen worthy of the best restaurants with quality 
produce cooked by professionals. They are experts in Iberian 
pork meat and freshly cut Iberian ham. The well-preserved 
historic building in the old town also does the trick. If you want 
to go without spending too much, we recommend the executive 
lunch menu (Monday to Friday for 18€).

Great gods, what a location! So central but at the same time in a 
quiet square without cars… and Vinodario’s spectacular terrace 
is open 7 months a year. They have natural wines, which are 
not easy to find, the food is delicious, with vegetarian options, 
and the waiters are charming. The Morucha hamburger and the 
Iberian Secret with Pedro Ximenez reduction (a sweet wine) 
and pink pepper is to die for. Do you need any more reasons?

El Laurel is a restaurant that vegans and vegetarians 
will adore. Unfortunately, it is not open all year round and they 
also close on Mondays. The lunchtime menus on weekdays 
cost 11.90€ and it will not disappoint. Reservation is essential, 
though.

In the heart of the Barrio del Oeste neighbourhood 
lies this place that is hard to describe. La Salchichería is a bar, 
a restaurant, an exhibition hall, a space for book presentations 
and a concert hall. It is an innovative place and probably the 
most emblematic for this hipster neighbourhood. Try their 
daily menu (14.50€) or tapas.

This mythical bar in the Barrio del Oeste is stuck in 
the 60s. The decoration has hardly changed, and neither have 
the tapas, good beer or the habit to watch a game with friends. 
Undoubtedly, El Manzano is one of those lifelong places, one of 
those that our parents used to go to and that has been able to 
adapt to new times without losing its essence.

Limón Serrano is a typical dish from the Sierra de 
Francia that mixes different flavours in a curious way - fresh 
lemon and orange with chorizo and boiled eggs. You won’t 
find this meal in Limón Serrano bar, but this is how we 
could describe their kitchen. Go to Google Maps and look at 
pictures. With their “Carta Verde” (green menu) it is highly 
recommended for vegetarians. Oscar – the owner – is a warm 
person who lights up the whole place.

The Van Dyck area drives us Salmantinos crazy. It is 
the paradise of tapas, everywhere you look you find a bar. Rufo’s 
is one of the largest and best situated. It has the whole usual 
range, but also Rufadas, a kind of bread with different filings. 
They are good value for money, quite large for only around 
1.50€.

Enough with the tapas? Mei Wei Yuan is probably 
the best Chinese in town. The restaurant is popular with the 
Chinese Salamantines, so that says enough. You’ll be blown 
away with the authenticity and taste and it’s affordable. All of 
that means it is often packed so we recommend going early. 

We confess. It often happens that we wake up a 
little late and do not have time to sit down and have a calm 
breakfast. That is when we just go for some of Crossanteria 
París’s delicious croissants. The chocolate filling, together with 
a coffee, never fail to give the boost we need.

We don't know what the mystery recipes are for the 
desserts at Pastelerías Gil, but they are so good that one will 
certainly not be enough. We Salmantinos like to buy them both 
to celebrate and as a Sunday treat for our friends or families.

It's called stationery but it could be called a bookstore, 
showroom, cafeteria, relaxation room ... The owners of the 
Papeleria Yuste are a lovely family. If you feel like having a little 
break, sit back and enjoy the aroma of your hot coffee that you 
can order there, your piece of homemade cake and the beautiful 
harmony of the place, with a perfect mess of colorful books 
everywhere. They also organize painting and photography 
exhibitions.

Ready to buy second-hand? In El Armario del Oeste 
(@el.armario.del.oeste) you find plenty of vintage clothing and 
accessories. Amarga (@amargavintage) also adds local art. If 
you haven’t found your souvenir yet, surely you will find it in 
one of those second-hand shops in the alternative and young 
Oeste neighbourhood. 

This place has a lot of history. During the Spanish Civil 
War in the late 1930s, it served as a bomb shelter. Before that 
it used to be a teachers' storage room, and in the seventeenth 
century, the uni students still housed their horses here. Hence 
its name - The Stables (Las Caballerizas). Today it is a busy bar 
where you’ll find traditional and cheap pinchos.

This modern looking bar was designed by Juan González 
(@art23int). Everywhere you look, you will find something 
curious - chandeliers, paintings, chairs, mirrors,... Most bars in 
Salamanca open all day, but this is one of the more trendy kind, 
only opening at 19:00. Cervecerias Labientirada serves four 
types of draft beer, non-Spanish beers on tap and a lot more 
in bottles. They also have some quite unusual tapas priced at  
1.80€. That makes it a nice casual night out with friends.

In Salamanca you will not find a better terrace than 
at ‘La Pachamama’ where you can drown in the view of our 
beautiful cathedral. In other cities, coffee would be double the 
price here, but they kept it very fair. You're welcome. Tue to Sun, 
March to October.

Oh holy temple of beer! Slainte Cervecería is 
a  mandatory stop for the devoted. They have about 8-10 
different draft beers, some that they serve permanently such 
as Bizarra (Salmantine beer), and others on rotation, like 
the Estrella Galicia's special editions with rare flavours. You 
will find the characteristics of each one explained on a huge 
blackboard; which makes for the perfect opportunity to taste 
and learn. They also have a big assortment of sausages, served 
with pickles and sauerkraut in German style.

Every morning, hungry students fill La Taberna de 
Ángel with their smiles and noisy chatter. The tavern is one of 
our most traditional bars and it defines the student spirit of the 
city well. They serve some very delicious grilled pinchos with 
prices that make it clear why they are still a stronghold, right in 
the middle of the student area.

Nostalgic 90’s and 00’s

Spontaneous parties

Popular with celebrities

Morucha burger  
and natural wines

Vegan mecca 

The ever-changing space

Back to the 60s

if you want to be surprised 

Try rufadas bread

chinese in Salamanca

croissants and coffee

irresistible desserts

Books and coffee

Second-hand

Barn converted into a bar

Beers with mates

Drinks with a view

Beer lovers paradisecheap and tasty pinchos
You may wonder what an astronaut is doing on the 
facade of an 18th century Cathedral. We’ll give you a 
clue… At the end of the 20th century, a reconstruction 
was commissioned (you can tell the difference by 
looking at the change in colour). The stonemason artist Miguel 
Romero was given total artistic freedom and he wanted to 
honour Neil Armstrong. Now look at the facade again and try 
if you can also spot a demon with three scoops of ice cream.

Ah, the beautiful summer. Ah, the beautiful Spanish sunset. Ah, 
your beautiful eyes. Since Merced’s botanical garden is among 
the science faculties, chances are that those students will keep 
you company for the beautiful moment, though.

It does not get more romantic than the Huerto 
de Calixto y Malibea garden. The name of this garden is 
taken from the love story of Calixto and Melibea, who... well 
that would take a while. You can look up ‘La Celestina’ on 
Wikipedia tonight if you are interested in the full story. For 
now, just imagine. When you enter, go to the viewpoint on the 
wall and turn around. Do you see the Cathedral? Now try to 
fight the urge to take pictures. Memorise it!

There are three reasons why you should visit this little garden 
of Santo Domingo de la Cruz. First, the beautiful view of the 
cathedral. Second, the occasional exhibition and third, the 
silence. So, when you get there don't hesitate to enter if you 
don't see anybody (unless everybody is as smart as you and is 
using our map). Check their agenda searching on Google for 
some summer jazz concerts.

In what other city than Salamanca can you sit on the grass in 
the middle of the historic centre, have a snack and enjoy the 
historical soul that surrounds you? At Plaza Anaya, if you are 
lucky, some students will be playing the guitar or singing. If you 
are unlucky, they won’t be very good at it.

Don Quijote camping is located close to the river, just 
outside the city in Cabrerizos – 5.9 km walking from the Main 
Square. So when you get there, take a walk through the nature 
of Salamanca and when you get back, “recharge” your strengths 
in the campsite restaurant. It has a very good reputation.

Parque Jesuitas is one of the largest parks in 
Salamanca, still relatively close to the centre. It is very peaceful 
and fairly quiet. (Well, that is until the children come to play.) 
In summer you can have a drink in the bar right at the heart 
of the park. And if sport is an essential part of your life, even 
when on a holiday, here you’ll have the space to ride a bike, run, 
play basketball, football, frisbee, do yoga or whichever sport 
you like.

Whether you like to walk, run or cycle, we recommend 
this lovely path along the river to warm up those muscles. It’s 
1.6 km from the Iron Bridge to the Pasarela de la Fontana. If you 
want to go a bit further, continue to Aldehuela (+1.6 km) or to 
the Don Quijote campsite (+6.4 km).

In Salamanca we also have a beach. Don't expect miles 
of white sand with crystal clear waves, but in La Aldehuela you 
can at least sunbathe and picnic on the banks of the Tormes 
river. In addition, the local bars specialise in barbecues. They 
are ideal for a snack or even dinner. It is also a perfect area for 
running, outside workout or just feeling the ease of the path 
that goes along the river and the Isla del Soto. You will have 
kilometres to run in nature, only about 40 minutes walking 
from the Plaza Mayor.

On the Isla del Soto you can go for a run, ride a bike, 
walk the dog or just watch the birds. The island is surrounded 
by the river on all sides (what a surprise, right?!) and therefore 
it is one of the greenest places in Salamanca.

This place is a cliché that we never get bored of. Grab a blanket, 
something to snack on and join us on the grass. Enjoy the best 
views that Salamanca has to offer.

No doubt, taking a walk around the river is one of our favourite 
activities. However, not many of us take advantage of the 
wonderful possibility of seeing the city from the water, so there 
are never queues and there are always rowing or pedal boats 
available. 15€ an hour (max. 4 people) and quite a long river 
stretch to enjoy is a great deal, isn’t it?

Want to see the car used by Fernando Alonso 
during the 2009 season up close? The Museo de Historia de la 
Automoción is a must if you are a fan of cars, Formula 1 and 
history from the first automobiles to the prototypes of the cars 
of the future.

When a building stops serving its purpose there are two options: 
you can either let it decay over time or use it for something 
else. Museum DA2 Domus Artium 2002 is a contemporary art 
museum inside the old prison of Salamanca. The building was 
reconstructed inside but you will still find cell doors and the 
original iron grating. The entry is free and there is usually more 
than one exhibition. 

The Barrio del Oeste fights for equality, defends minorities, 
organizes many events and has an Urban Gallery made by 
street artists. Every year in April, young and established artists 
from Spain and abroad come to spray fresh paint in the Urban 
Gallery and the rest of the neighbourhood. You could check the 
impressive pieces online (https://galeriaurbanabarriooeste.es/), 
but it is better in real life. Lose yourself in the streets and feel the 
soul of this alternative neighbourhood.

Casa Lis was built as a house for Don Miguel de Lis, 
a big businessman of the 19th Century in Salamanca. Based on 
iron and glass and following industrial style it has been a unique 
building in Salamanca. After D. Miguel there lived several 
families more. But in the 60s for political reasons it has been 
abandoned and lost its shine for a while. Fortunately in 1981 the 
town hall have taken care of it and transform it to Art Nouveau 
and Art Deco museum with 19 expositions such as (for some of 
us terryfic) porcelain dolls, beautiful chryselephantine statues 
- unique collection 
exposed in such 
quantity to the world, 
or incredibly designed 
glass vases.

The adolescence of all Salamantinos was marked by 
the delicious milkshakes of Café Bar Mandala. And the display 
case full of sweet goods. And the toast with ham and oil for 
breakfast... For 2€ you will eat like a king. 

It has been 10 years since some Portuguese citizens 
set up shop here to sell their addictive sweets to the innocent 
souls of Salamanca. It has become so popular that there are 
already three "La Portuguesa" coffee shops in Salamanca. If you 
have not yet tried the famous and delicious pastel de nata, or a 
croissant with the typical Portuguese dough, this is your chance.

Casa Lis is fairly elegant and El Café de Lis does not break 
its style. No matter the season or the weather, from here, 
Salamanca always looks full of colour thanks to the glass 
windows. Do you fancy a cappuccino or do you prefer a hot 
chocolate? Oh, and if you’re here on Thursday between 11:00 
and 13:00, you can visit the museum for free.

Astronaut on the 
cathedral wall

Sunset from the 
Botanical Garden

Garden of love

Jazz and peace  
under the sky

chill in front of the 
cathedral

escape to nature

central Park of Salamanca

run by the river 

Picnic on the river shore

Green river island

chill on the grass  
next to the roman Bridge

See the city  
from the water

Brilliant car museum

Prison turned  
into a museum

Street art 
neighbourhood

Art Nouveau and Art Deco

Big toast for 2€

Taste of Portugal

café in Art  
Nouveau Museum

Sweet churros with a view

Coño (meaning Wow in English…) is a very common 
expression in Salamanca. When we walk past  this corner we 
usually say it three times: ‘¡Coño la Clerecía!’ (Wow, the view 
of the Clerecía Towers!), ‘¡Coño la Casa de las Conchas!’ (Wow, 
the view of the library!) and “¡Coño, que frío!” (Wow, it’s cold!). 
Yes, it's a windy corner indeed. When you arrive here, look at 
the postcard image, that's the cover of our map. Now there’s 
a fourth reason to shout Coño!

The corner of the 3 Wows

The University symbol represents 
the sky that was seen in August 
nights in the 15th century — with 
added astrological illustrations. Can you believe that we only 
rediscovered this beauty in the middle of the twentieth century? 
At first it was located in the old library (San Jerónimo) but after 
all those years, time had taken its toll on it. We restored El Cielo 
de Salamanca fresco and moved it to the current location: the 
University Museum, in the Patio de Escuelas Menores. We 
managed to save a third of what was in the library vault, the 
rest was unfortunately too damaged by rain and could not be 
restored. Free visits every day from 10:00 to 14:00 and also 
16:00 to 19:00 (except on Sunday).

Zodiac fresco 
painting

Returning to our love for churros, Churrería Marce 
Arrabal is an essential tourist spot. On this side of the Roman 
bridge, in the Arrabal neighborhood, you can order take away 
churros and eat them with one of the most splendid views of 
the city. 

There is no doubt that, sooner or later, you will pass by 
Rúa Mayor and El Motín del Té. Did not expect a heavy winter 
in Spain? Then you will appreciate their warm cup of pure 
quality to take away.

high quality tea

Patio Chico is without a doubt, 
one of the hidden treasures of Salamanca. 
Accompanied by the two cathedrals, it is one 
of the most beautiful and peaceful places in the 
city. You will enjoy a view of the cathedrals and 
the Torre del Gallo, not very known, but unique. 
If you want to take a walk while discovering the 
impressive Charro old town, this is where to 
start.

Patio chico

Are you concerned about sustainability and the environment? 
We are too. That is why the +Tormes project was created. A large 
space on the banks of the Tormes River with 600 ecological 
urban gardens kept by locals. This is where we learned again 
which vegetables belonged to which season.  There’s a leisure 
area too, for running, walking or observing the stars. All in all, 
it’s a new model of a more environmentally sustainable city. The 
whole project is in progress and there will be more coming up. 
Find out about the initiative at www.mastormessalamanca.es

Sustainability  
along the river

www.use-it.travel
USe-iT is tourist info for young people: made by locals,  

no-nonsense and up-to-date. Want to be the first to know about our new maps? 
Then like fb.com/USeiT

www.use-it.eu

USe-iT Salamanca Team:  
Lucie Podsednikova, Blanca hernández Sánchez, Sandra robles Acera, Víctor de Gracia San José,  
José Manuel Guerra Guerra, Álvaro Torijano García, José Pedro coelho De Oliveira  
Graphic Design: Dávid Deutscha

Vegans of the world, this place is yours. Savoury, sweet and 
budget friendly. After visiting El Vividero even non-vegans 
might realize that being vegan is not just eating lettuce and 
pasta. Ask the staff for one of their board games if you want 
to stick around.

Vegan food  
and board games
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